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Keep Yourself 


Efforts to “Keep Christ in Christmas” 
show results. The greeting-card indus- 
try notes a growing demand for reli- 
gious Christmas cards. Nativity scenes 
supplant Santa and his reindeer; angels 
replace puppy dogs and kittens. 

For leaving His celestial Throne 
Room to be bedded in a manger, the 
Infant Redeemer deserves primacy: 
throughout the season which marks His 
first long step toward Calvary. 


There is more to Christmas, however, 
than keeping Christ in it. The miracle 
of Bethlehem concerns you. 


To: You-. er. 


People who heard the first accounts 
of the Savior’s birth “wondered” at 
those things which were told them by 
the shepherds, St. Luke reports. Noth- 
ing in the narrative hints that any Beth- 
lehemite believed. The townspeople, 
who were closest to the Nativity, were 
not “with it.”” They did not even dream 
it was for them. 

“Unto you is born .. . a Savior,” 
the angel of the Lord proclaimed. The 
Son of the Highest, whom “the heaven 
and heaven of heavens cannot contain,” 
was cradled in a cattle trough for you. 


You never outgrow your need for 
the Savior. Christians who love the 
Lord Jesus and serve Him in His king- 
dom are the first to recognize that fact. 
Therefore they rejoice in the coming of 
Immanuel and say: 

Cast out our sin 
And enter in, 
Be born in us today. 


With Love... 


God poured Hits everlasting Love into 
a human heart and soul at Bethlehem. 
The embodiment of His loving-kindness 
is reason enough to keep yourself in 
Christmas. You need to be loved — 
with more than human love. 


Because you are in a hospital, sana- 
torium, or convalescent home, you may 
not look forward to a festive Christmas 
with kith and kin. You may dread the 
loneliness of Christmas Day because 
you are a widow, a widower, an orphan, 
a deserted husband or wife. Misunder- 
standing and dissension in the family 
circle may create a painful void when 
your joy should be full. 

The Christ of Christmas is for you. 
The Holy Infant is the eternal pledge 
of God’s loving care for you. 

God is working out His plan of love 
in your life. He gave you the gift of 


° ° 4 
in Christmas | 


His Son so that you and all the} 
somed of the Lord shall “return 
come to Zion with songs and everlz 
joy.” You shall obtain joy and glad 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee 4 


And Assurance 


Christmas also underlines the | 
stancy and supremacy of God. T) 
present and things to come are ir) 


hands. 


Century after century He had p 
ised a Savior. Generation after ge 
tion He had posted watchmen to 
for the promised Deliverer and to_ 
for His footsteps. All the hopes 
fears of men converged into the c ’ 
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of waiting for the Lord’s salvatior 


When the holy Child uttered His 
cry, it meant that God had kepi 
word. He had shaped history for 
hour in which the birth of Jesus C 
“came to pass in those days.” 
Augustus ruled an empire, but 
ordered all things in heaven ane 
earth. 


You need the security of trust in 
wisdom and power to rule and ove 
The day of military security has 
to an abrupt end. Men now posse 
tools to wreck by remote control 
segments of the globe. Defense 
were ultramodern yesterday hav 
come obsolete. 


But the God who gave you 
is the same “that formeth the mount 
and createth the wind.” It is He 
maketh the seven stars and Orio 
turneth the shadow of death in 
morning .. . that buildeth His ; 
in the heaven and hath founde 
troop in the earth.” 


In this world of plot and count 
you can be sure that God is in a 
control of the universe. The end 
created things will come only wh 
gives the command. 


With the command, Christians 
the Judge of the quick and thé 
will appear, and “they shall see fl 
of Man coming in the clouds of 
with power and great glory.” 
the day for which all creation was 
when the Son who came in k 
and meekness will reign supren 
with Him, all the believers! 


In this era of universal tens 
suspense, fear not! Ask your | 
Father to attune your heart to 
of the heavenly music heard ; 


lehem when His Son was born 


. 
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ion Secretary Baptizes 
children in Lebanon 


en Foreign Mission Secretary 
H. Schmidt visited Lebanon in 
er, he baptized 11 children at 
nel Zeitoun, the Arab section of 
Dr. Schmidt is on an official 
f Synod’s foreign mission fields. 
y children attend the Lutheran 
y school in Kharmel Zeitoun in 
| quarters paid for by the Saint 
Lutheran Sunday School Associa- 
Annual rent is $200. 
man Carl Agerstrand conducts 
elistic meetings among the Arabic 
> of the area and also is in charge 
lio work at Beirut, Cyprus, and 
rabic section of Jerusalem. 


erence Seeks Recruitment 
‘ull-Time Church Workers 


1965 the Missouri Synod will 
e an addition of 2,234 pastors for 
1 parishes, 500 pastors for insti- 
al and chaplains’ work, and 
) teachers for our growing system 
ochial schools,” said Dr. Walter 
olbrecht, executive secretary of 
’s Board for Higher Education. 

spoke at the first recruitment con- 
e of Synod, conducted at Con- 
Teachers College, River Forest, 
epresentatives of the 32 North 
can Districts as well as the presi- 
of the 14 synodical colleges and 
ries attended the two-day ses- 


~Wolbrecht ascribed the rapid 
\ of the church to the “increasing 
1ess that only the Christian Gos- 
s the answer to today’s needs.” 
ry Christian church should stim- 
gifted young people to enter 
d of science,” stated Dr. Wol- 
in response to a question regard- 
> nation’s emphasis on training 
. “Christians can be good wit- 
for Christianity in all occupa- 
e added. “However, the church 
s its share of the best.” 

id is making a space-utilization 
its college facilities, so that 
nodations can be increased at 
institutions in the U.S. and 
Ideas were exchanged at 
erence for recruiting students 
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PEOPLE and EVENTS 


for full-time church work through area 
meetings, wider publicity, and increased 
scholarships and grants-in-aid. 

Commenting on the number of 
clergymen’s sons and daughters who 
enter the full-time work of the church, 
the educator said: “While we appreciate 
this, we are not interested in a caste 
system. We need recruits from all 
strata of society.” 

Presiding at the conference was Rev. 
Hugo G. Kleiner, BHE chairman. 


English Services in 
Frankfurt, Germany 


Since last May about 80 Americans 
have been attending Lutheran services 
conducted in English at Trinity Church, 
Frankfurt, affiliated with the Free 
Churches in Germany. 

Lawrence Lillegard of the Norwegian 
Synod of the American Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, who is studying at 
the Oberursel seminary, has served the 
English-speaking Lutheran personnel in 
the Frankfurt area. 

The English mission has enjoyed 
close co-operation with Trinity Con- 
gregation. Last summer when the Eng- 
lish-speaking group planned a dinner 
for visitors from the Missouri Synod — 
Drs. John W. Behnken, Herman 


A. Mayer, Otto A. Dorn, Alfred O. 
Fuerbringer, and Profs. Martin J. Nau- 
mann and Herbert J. A. Bouman — 
German women from Trinity cooked 


and served the dinner, and German 
girls baby-sat for the American parents 
attending the function. | 


French Free Church Buys 
Property in Paris Suburb 


Property in Argenteuil, a new suburb 
of Paris, has been acquired by the Lu- 
theran Free Church of France with the 
approval of Synod’s Board for Euro- 
pean Affairs. 

In the new community of 70,000 
residents, apartments are being built for 
3,000 families, which will increase the 
population of Argenteuil by 12,000 to 
15,000. 

Under the leadership of Rev. Daniel 
Pourchot, who has been heading the 
mission in the area, the Lutheran 
Church in Argenteuil finds prospects 
good, for 60 per cent of the residents 
are unchurched. The only other con- 
gregation in the suburb is a Reformed 
group of 344 souls. 

A 15X26-foot room in the house 
on the property will provide a place 
of worship for the Lutheran congrega- 
tion in Argenteuil. Vicar M. Domange, 
assistant to President Frederic Kreiss 
in developing new mission fields in 
Paris, will live on the second floor of 
the house. Pastor Pourchot resides in 
a nearby apartment. 

The purchase of the house and land 
was financed largely by the Free 
Church of France. 
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At Recruitment Conference. L.—r.: Dr. Wolbrecht, Pres. Koehneke of River 


Forest, Chairman Kleiner. 
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NEWS UP 100 Umum 411 


Mission Festival on the church grounds at Frankenmuth. Rev. Henry J. Otten, Jr., 
missionary to Moslems, and Prof. Otto E. Sohn of St. Louis preached. 


“Coronet” Features Lutheran 
Frankenmuth, Mich. 


“The Town that Cares and Shares,” 
by Roob H. Allie in the December 
issue of Coronet tells the story of 
Frankenmuth, 95 per cent Lutheran. 

The town has no crime. Franken- 
muth’s jail was converted into a ware- 
house, the article reports. Franken- 
muth’s one policeman handles traffic. 

That juvenile delinquency in the com- 
munity is nil is credited to the pledge 
of the first settlers, made in the 1840's, 
and the practice of their descendants. 
The founders promised to live their in- 
dividual and collective lives on the basis 
of Gal. 6:7 and 10— “whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap.” 


The first building of St. Lorenz’s Lu- 
theran Church in Frankenmuth was 
a log chapel erected in 1845. In more 
than a century the congregation has 
given Synod 68 pastors and 71 teachers. 

Frankenmuth, 80 miles north of De- 

troit, was founded by a whole congrega- 
tion sent by a Lutheran missionary 
society in Bavaria to spread the Gospel 
to the American Indian. The settlers 
named their Michigan town Franken- 
muth — “The courage of Franconians” 
after their place of origin. 
Neither asking nor accepting public 
favors, Frankenmuth’s 1,620 inhabi- 
tants rejected Federal funds to build 
a flood-control dike on the Cass River. 
Without going into debt, the town built 
the dike. 


BADEN HALL of Trinity Church, Burlingame, Calif., provides a residence for 


the parish assistant, a youth lounge, and a hall for other parish purposes. 


L. to r.: Bill Skovgaard, Pat Klein, and Jim Huchthausen, Walther League officers, hang sign; looking 
on are Mrs. John H. C. Baden, who with her late husband donated the hall; Rev. Paul Huchthausen, 
pastor; and Paul A. Schreivogel, church’s director of youth. 
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‘districts will organize to form thi 


Lutheran Church of. South India. 


A eR aS 0 MRR me 


When a flood from the river 
stroyed Albert Hetzner’s new ga 
the town raised $3,100 in four « 
and immediately built a new garage 
Mr. Hetzner. 

During the depression no one 
Frankenmuth was on public relief 


New York Voters Approve 
Bingo Amendment . 


New York State voters ratified 
amendment by more than 600,000 
legalize bingo games operated by 
gious, charitable, fraternal, and o 
nonprofit groups. 

Protestant groups, led by the 
Council of Churches, had campaig 
vigorously against the amendm 
Some Jewish groups also oppose 
While Roman Catholic authorities t 
no official stand on the amendm 
many priests and laymen backed it 

New York is the ninth state to le 
ize bingo and other games of chai 


Vice-President Grumm, 
Dr. A. O. Fuerbringer 
Leave for India 


First Vice-President Arnold 
Grumm is representing Synod’s F 
sidium and Board of Directors at 
meeting of Synod’s three South In 
mission districts — Ambur, Nagef 
and Trivandrum. 

The executive groups of these t 


digenous and autonomous Evangé 


Dr. Grumm will also discuss wit 
proposed national church the que 
of turning over Synod’s_ propert 
South India to the new organizatit 

With the brethren there he will 
sider the formation of a synodical 
ference toward the effort of a 
fellowship of the Evangelical Lut 
Church of South India with the 
Lutheran Church and the Arcot 
theran Church. q 

After short visitations to the mt 
in Hong Kong, Tokyo, and H 
Dr. Grumm will return to St 
January 27 to report to the Praes 
and the Board. 

Leaving New York December 
air with Dr. Grumm was Dr. Alfi 
Fuerbringer, president of the 
seminary, who is spending six wet 
India. He will survey Synod’s” 


During his 442-month tour, 
bringer will call briefly on the’ C 
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on and spend three weeks visiting 
eminaries and ministerial training 
ts of the Evangelical Lutheran 
ch of Australia. 

r two weeks he will observe the 
ition of the synodical mission sem- 
in Manila and later evaluate the 
h’s laity-training program at Hong 
. There he will also discuss pos- 
jes of establishing a ministerial 
ng center. 

ring a two-week stay in Formosa 
ill survey the synodical seminary 
erly located at Hankow on the 
2se mainland. In connection with 
isit to the Tokyo seminary he may 
inspect the newly opened Korean 
on before he returns home the 
le of April. 


heran Centers Serve 
000 in Six Months 


theran Service Centers had an at- 
nce of 140,000 for the first half 
57, Rev. Walter E. Kraemer and 
Carl F. Yaeger, associate secre- 
of the Lutheran Service Com- 
on, report. 
*ksonville, Fla., ranked first in at- 
nce of the 41 centers and infor- 
m desks now operating in the 
and overseas. 
iserslautern, Germany, had the 
t attendance of the overseas cen- 
ith 13,799 recorded for the first 
onths. 
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Parents Must Rescue Teen- 
Agers from Company-Keeping, 
Says Catholic Leader 


Parents who “tolerate (or, God help 
us, encourage) teen-age company-keep- 
ing” were reprimanded by Archbishop 
William O. Brady in the St. Paul Catho- 
lic Bulletin. 

“Do parents need a warning? Are 
they that blind?” the archbishop spelled 
out in his column. 

Boys and girls must be taught by 
their parents that children cannot play 
at being adults and that youth must, 
at a distance, learn respect for the other 
sex, the archbishop stated. 


N. C. Baptists Ban 
Campus Dances 


A ban on all campus dances at its 
colleges was voted by the North Caro- 
lina Baptist convention at Raleigh in 
November. 

In banning dances the convention 
overruled trustees of Wake Forest (Win- 
ston-Salem) and Meredith (Raleigh) col- 
leges, which permitted on-campus danc- 
ing after a lapse of two decades. 

In the seven Baptist colleges of North 
Carolina a convention-appointed com- 
mittee will study campus attitudes or 
organizations which may hinder the de- 
velopment of a genuine spiritual atmos- 
phere. 


RD F. CARR 


T LUTHERAN CHURCH, BOSTON, recently dedicated its third house of 
ip during the 118-year history of the congregation. The world-famous archi- 
Dean Pietre Belluschi of M. 1. T. drew the plans. This new building “is an 
t fairylike structure,” said the Boston “Globe,” “and brings new brightness” 
»ston’s brick-and-brownstone Back Bay. Worshipers enter the sanctuary 
gh the patio, where trees, vines, and flowers are planted. Rev. Paul W. 


r is the pastor. 
BER 17, 1957 
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Briefly Told 


@ Dr. Paul W. Schelp, dean of Semi- 
nario Concordia, Porto Alegre, Brazil, 
was awarded a lifetime honorary mem- 
bership in the American Bible Society 
for his contribution to the revision of 
the Almeida Bible in Portuguese. 


@® The dedication and opening of 
St. Thomas Lutheran School, San 
Bruno, Calif., this fall climaxed “nearly 
two years of prayers, planning, and 
volunteer work by members, especially 
of the Parent-Teacher League and the 
men’s club,” writes the California and 
Nevada Lutheran. The women of the 
Tabitha Society provided dinners for 
the workmen on Saturdays. 


@ Jean Mangels Holtz, a senior at 
Colorado State U., was elected national 
president of the college section of the 
American Home Economics Associa- 
tion. In 1958 she will preside over the 
AHEA convention in Philadelphia. For 
two years she was president of the 
Gamma Delta chapter at Fort Collins. 
With her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Mangels, she is a member of Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Sterling, Colo. 


@® The ebony-and-silver Communion 
chalice belonging to Capitol Drive Lu- 
theran Church, Milwaukee, was in The 
Patron Church Exhibit at the Museum 
of Contemporary Crafts, New York 
City, before the entire display was 
moved to Washington, D. C., for the 
50th-anniversary celebration of the 
Washington National Cathedral. 


@ On the editorial staff of the Johannes 
Stauda Verlag of Kassel, Germany, 
publishers of Jahrbuch fuer Liturgik 
und Hymnologie are Drs. Arthur C. 
Piepkorn and Walter E. Buszin of the 
St. Louis seminary. In each of the two 
released issues and in the third, now in 
preparation, are reports and reviews 
written by these men. Dr. Piepkorn 
covers liturgical development and pub- 
lications in America, while Dr. Buszin 
writes on hymnological developments. 


® Winner of the National Girls Junior 
Golf Championship at Denver in Au- 
gust is Judy Eller. 16, of Old Hickory, 
Tenn. “She is very regular in church 
attendance,” writes her pastor, Rev. 
E. A. Biberdorf. “She attends services 
while away from home. Furthermore, 
she witnesses to her faith when re- 
porters interview her. She has given 
our church a great deal of good public- 
ity. Newspaper articles about her in- 
variably mention that she is a member 
of our Ascension Mission in Madison.” 
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Church of The Redeemer, 
peg, Manitoba, Canada. 
“Our church is on ‘United Nati 
corner, near a Roman Cath 
academy, a synagog, and a Sh 
hospital,’ writes Rev. E. Bart 
paster. “On a normal day 26 
E, A. KLANK cars pass our church.” Wi 
Christ English Lutheran Church, Chicago, Ill., Lester H. Kuker, Leaguers made the Christmas 
pastor. play 


NORTON & PEEL 


Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minn., Theophilus H. 
Schroedel, pastor. 


The Parable of the Snotwbird To Bethlehem 


like, the branches wave (Tune: No. 15, The Lutheran Hymnal) 


fins i eae Come, let us go to Bethlehem 
nowy mantles on each grave There to behold the great Amen; Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Yet, ’tis Christmas in the snow! ee ae ee Kae es 
bore é Of whom the host of angels sings. Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
leafless tree and bush 
ose each brave inhabitant 
> southward migrant rush — 
fays a sturdy commandant! 
Yet, ‘tis Christmas in the snow! 


There in a manger bed He lay 
While shepherds gathered round to pray. Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 
Was not this Baby long foretold 
By all the prophets since of old? Alleluia! 
bird, loyal sentinel! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
ike the sparrow, all the cold 
Ss with us who know him well. — 
ign and symbol here unfold! 
Yet, *tis Christmas in the snow! 


Oh, what a star that must have been 

Which was by Wise Men later seen! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
They followed it and found Him there 

And brought their gifts of treasure rare. Alleluia! 

the snowbird, CHRIST is near, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

arbored in the universe, 
ng sorrows with us here, 


Be | apdeus ab our curse! Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior dear, 


May we join those who now draw near, Alleluia! 


Yes, ‘tis Christmas in the snow! Pe elaiat 
And as we worship here below 
hrist is come! The earth’s aglow! Thy saving grace on us bestow, Alleluia! 
arth and sky His glories show! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
WALDEMAR B. STREUFERT 
Arlington Heights, III. Until we may depart in peace, 
‘. Since we have seen You, Prince of Peace, Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 


And join the heavenly host above 
S To sing of Your unending love. Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 


HENRY KOENIG 
Albuquerque, N. M. 


Christmas Mraver , ae, | 


me a Christmas, God, that is not cold, 

tes Christ in it, the Christ always fair, 

e watch how its joy convinces their i ‘ 

5 — the season ath never will grow old — Christmas 
me a something to remember on 

day, as a child remembers the tree, 
let it lapse with the winter sun 

' classic fatigue; this beauty 

ibe mine to have and to hold always 
something unchangeable, no matter 

‘the cost — Christmas must be of all days Glorious Christmas! Our Savior is born 

jest, the merriest, it must flatter For sinful man to bear scourging and scorn, 

Into his best, his holiest thought — Hope, peace, and blessing that no grief can dim, 

me a Christmas, God, which can’t be bought! For all the world was thus purchased by Him. 

MARION SCHOEBERLEIN 


Maywood, Ill. Glorious Christmas! What joy and what mirth 
Throughout all the ages you bring down to earth! 
That’s why our happiest anthems we raise, 
Giving to Jesus our thanks and our praise. 


MarRiE C. TURK 
Tucson, Ariz. 


Glorious Christmas is with us again, 
Bringing glad tidings from heaven to men. 
Sadness is banished; we join the glad throng, 
Chanting the angels’ sweet message.in song. 
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“What is Christmas?” I asked a Nigerian youngster yesterday. 


The answer he gave said much to me and all Christians. 


By PuHitip ERNST 
Obot Idim, Nigeria 


hat is Christmas? Christmas is 

many things to many _ people. 
Christmas is cards and people — people 
you haven’t heard from for ages find 
time to send you a card or letter. 
Christmas is lights and wreaths, trees 
and tinsel, holly and mistletoe. For the 
children, Christmas is gifts and candy 
and school holidays. Christmas is a 
jolly man in:a red suit. Christmas is 
church, 

All these things we remember. We 
do not see them, for this is our third 
Christmas in Africa. There are no 
@hristmas cards here, no lights or 
wreaths, no trees or tinsel, no holly or 
mistletoe. For the children there are no 
gifts or candy. There is no Santa Claus. 

[he total absence of all the things 
associated with Christmas prompted me 
to ask a small African boy, “What. is 
Christmas?” 

He speaks no English, and I speak 
but little Efik; but his answer was clear: 
Christmas, he said is “wkabade isua” 
(the ending of the year). 

The two words ukabade isua said 


much. They told us that to the African 
Christmas has no meaning beyond “the 
ending of the year.”” Why? Why should 
Christmas mean so much to us — and 
so little to the Africans? 

The word itself gives the answer — 
CHRISTmas. The glory and the mir- 
acle of the holy day is Christ. 

Christ is the reason for the cards 
through which people wish one another 
the blessings of the Christmas season. 

Christ gives meaning to the Christ- 


-mas lights and shining tinsel, for He is 


the Light of this dark world. 

Christ accounts for the gifts we give 
and receive, for on the first Christmas, 
God gave man His beloved Son to be 
the Savior of mankind. 

Christ is Christmas. 

How meaningless and colorless is the 
African Christmas! To them it is 
merely ukabade isua, only another day 
of another week at the end of another 
year. Beyond that, Christmas has no 
significance. 

To the typical native of Nigeria, 
Christmas Day brings nothing new. 
There is the same food, barely sustain- 
ing life; the same clothes, hardly suffi- 
cient to cover the lower half of their 
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bodies; the same house, scarcely 
tecting them from the sun, the ¥ 
and the rain; and, worst of all, thes 
outlook for the future: everlasting Mi 
ery, eternal separation from God 
cause they do not have CHRISTm 
We Christians have CHRISTme 
We also have a command froma 
Lord Jesus Christ, whose birth as 
man we celebrate on Christma 
make disciples of all nations. 
This Christmas, won’t you tak 
Savior’s bidding to heart? You 
have to come to Africa. You caf 
in your own home for the sprea 
the Gospel. Prayer avails much. P 
changes things. 
Won’t you ask God to touch 
hearts of the heathen that His 
Spirit may enter in and turn thé 
Christ? Can you think of a more 
derful Christmas gift? 
Pray that more little Africa 
and girls will be led by the § 
answer the question, “What is 
mas?” by saying: Christmas ed 
usen emana Jesus, Andinyat 
These Efik words mean: “Chris 
the day of the birth of Jest 
Redeemer.” 7 


n 


THE LUTHERAN ¥ 


fel 


istmas Eve in Pasaquina, El Sal- 
will be “gay and charming,” lay 
r Don Ciro Mijia told his new 
from the St. Louis seminary. 

roughout the year the villagers 
irmers are almost pagan,” Ciro 
red, “but on Christmas Eve these 
os (Spanish Indians) have a fi- 


lat is almost Christian.” % 


ir Leonard Stahlke — “Don 
rdo” to the natives — listens 
‘0 describes the annual proces- 
through the streets of Pasaquina. 
ople shout ‘Feliz Navidad!’ or 
Noche!” 
» wonders whether Leonardo’s 
veek course in Spanish has given 
ifficient grasp of the language for 
ernship in Central America. 
u mean they actually say ‘Happy 
ty!’ or ‘Happy Night!’?” Leon- 
sks. 
s. What’s more,’ serenaders go 
Joor to door, begging admission. 
; the Posada. Some villagers say 
s back to a night when an ex- 
t mother and her husband were 
g for lodging.” 
ot the street processional and the 
1, Ciro continues, the Mestizos 
to their homes for tamales. 

not Christmas in El Salvador 
it tamales at midnight.” 
1at strange customs!” comments 
sar. By this time he knows that 
ing has to be done about this 
't Christian” Christmas of the 
ios. How can he restore meaning 
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As told to O. Arnold Soeldner by Leonard Stahlke 


to the Posada and the Feliz Navidad? 
How can he put Christ back into Christ- 
mas for the 3,000 people of Pasaquina 
and the people of the hills? 

The answer is suggested by a Na- 
tivity set Leonardo has received from 
his parents, Rev. and Mrs. Ernst H. 
Stahlke of Minneapolis. Why not vis- 
ualize Christmas? Why not make life- 
size figures and depict the Holy Night? 

The boys whom Vicar Leonardo has 
taught to play basketball are more than 
willing to help with the project. They 
round up shipping cartons, water col- 
ors, and small, water-color brushes. By 
the light of the gringo’s (white man’s) 
candle the boys paint the figures of the 
Holy Infant, Mary, Joseph, and the 
shepherds. 

Four tiers of tile are removed from 
the roof of Leonardo’s temporary home. 
The Nativity scene is tied to the crude 
rafters. Flood lights, made possible by 
the purchase of a booster generator, are 
focused on the rooftop display. 

Almost immediately the residence of 
Leonardo becomes Pasaquina’s center 
of attraction. From the hills and val- 
leys, accessible only by muleback, come 
men, women, and children who have 
heard of the illuminated scene. 

“Who is the Senor?” they ask. “And 
who is the Sefora with the nino. 

Eagerly Leonardo gives the answers 
and unfolds the narrative of the Sav- 
iors nativity. The villagers and the 
farm folk begin to understand Posada 
and Feliz Navidad! 


Illuminated rooftop Nativity scene 


$75, 1937 


By December 24 the impact of the 
Christmas Gospel compels the Pasa- 
quina congregation to move its service 
outdoors. More than 200 worshipers 
crowd Ciro’s patio to see the Holy 
Night pageant, for which the children 
are wearing improvised costumes. 

After the festival service on Christ- 
mas Day the Nativity scene as well as 
the pageant costumes are loaded into 
an oxcart, and Leonardo heads for the 
hills. The rural children have also pre- 
pared to give the Christmas pageant; 
they need only the costumes. 

Together with the vicar, the chil- 
dren tell the old, old story: “Unto 
you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, which is Christ, the 
Lord.” 

The only difficulty, according to 
Leonardo, is to persuade the beggar- 
poor Mestizos that they are good 
enough to own Jesus as their Savior. 
The manger scene helps provide assur- 
ance: “Though He was rich, yet for 
your sakes He became poor, ‘that ye 
through His poverty might be rich.” 

All through the night, as Leonardo’s 
oxcart bumps toward “home” in Pasa- 
quina, the young missionary thanks 
God for the opportunity to be a gringo 
among the Mestizos. He will forget the 
unpalatable drinking water, the tropical 
heat, the monotonous diet of tortillas 
and black beans. But he will always 
remember that God gave him the privi- 
lege to light up the meaning of Posada 
and Feliz Navidad! 


Leonardo tells the Christmas story 


Witness Comments 


“And It Came to Pass” 


Millions during the Christmas season will 
again hear these words usher in the account of 
the greatest miracle of all times, the supernatural 
event around which the history of the entire uni- 
verse revolves — the human birth of the Son of 
God. 

Here is the Desire of Nations, here the Cure 
for all the ills afflicting man and his world! 

A modern reporter might embellish such 
a story with fine words and _ high-sounding 
phrases. To impress his readers he might heap 
superlatives upon superlatives. 

Not so the Child’s biographer, St. Luke. Ut- 
most simplicity. 

The sainted Doctor William Arndt, in his last 
loving heritage to his church (Bible Commentary 
on the Gospel according to St. Luke), puts it 
thus: “The account is devoid of all ornamenta- 
tion; it is artless, simple, matter-of-fact; and yet 
it represents the highest art. How can human 
rhetoric ever adequately extol the birth of the 
Savior of the world! The Evangelist manifests 
the proper evaluation of it by simply chronicling 
its occurrence. The lowliness and poverty which 
characterize the advent of the Messiah was the 
beginning of a thorny road which ended at Gol- 
gotha. As to the purpose, let Paul be our in- 
formant in what he writes 2 Cor. 8:9.” 

How can anyone who has experienced the sal- 
vation of the Redeemer refrain from telling 
others who know it not: “And it came to pass”? 


Care of Church Property 


As a congregation grows and expands, it must 
acquire property of many different kinds. Such 
properties should be used; they should not be 
misused or abused. 

The amount of money wasted annually by 
churches through the abuse and misuse of prop- 
erty, if known, would probably be very disturb- 
ing. Shoving tables and chairs around necessi- 
tates early resurfacing of the floors. Tilting 
chairs wears them out long before their time. 
Opening new books in the center breaks their 
binding and cuts their life span in half. Improper 
handling of church-owned equipment causes no 
end of damage. Neglecting the painting of build- 
ings, exterior and interior, runs into many dollars 
later on. 

With the election of new officers and the adop- 
tion of the 1958 budget, it would be well to give 
special consideration to the maintenance of 
church properties. 

Recently | was impressed with the condition 
of a large but old downtown church in another 
state. When I asked: “How many sextons do 
you employ to keep this plant in such perfect 
condition?” I was told: “Only one. But this 
sexton looks upon his job as a sacred trust. It is 
his dedication to the Lord. He takes a personal 
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_ interest in the neatness of our church and sch 


The Only “Gringo” in the Village 


Love’s Matchless Mystery 


flung hills near Bethlehem, shepherds hear 


- 
i 
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and often works from 5:30 A. M. until 11 P. 
to keep it spick and span.” 

The Lord is pleased with such service @ 
devotion. — A. E. BEHREND, President, in Ok 
homa District Edition. 


One of the mission stories of the year is woy 
about the student internship of Leonard Stahl 
(see page 9) in El Salvador, Central Ameriggy 

For the young seminarian it meant a gruel 
hurry-up summer course in Spanish. He was 
only gringo (white man) in a world of Spani 
Indians, with no English-speaking soul to 
to for a year. He accepted the assignment 
working among pagans under primitive coi 
tions when he could have declined it for a 
tled parish in the States. 

If an American vicar — with all his fe 
workers in foreign fields — ignores all self 
to do your work of bringing “good tidings 
great joy, which shall be to all people,” 
should at least be interested in spreading 
Gospel of salvation. 

Throughout Synod there is need for m@ 
missions-intelligence, more concern for the 
more appreciation of the work of the chur 
world missionaries. 

When Epiphany comes and the Wise Mer 
mind you of the Gospel of grace given and ¢ 
mitted to you, be sure to attend the “Epipl 
Mission School” or the “Mission Nights” in 
congregation. 

Listen with earnestness when congregi 
members tell you the story of home and foréig 
missions in the “Every-Member Evangelism ~ 
tation” of your church. Better still, be a vis 


St. Louis, Mo. O. ARNOLD SOELDN 


The faith of the ages has enshrined Chris 
in the hearts of all Christendom. God’s h 
reach into a world torn by suspicion and riv 
offering the benediction of His love. This 
transcends all understanding, far more so. 
the mysteries of science inspiring men with 
today. Divine love, encircling the. universé 
embracing all mankind, excels all other I I 

On the first Christmas Day, among the 


stirring announcement: ‘For unto you is 
this day . . . a Savior,” followed by the a 
doxology: “Glory to God in the highest a 
earth peace, good will toward men.” 
On each recurring Christmas Day the 
of God listen to the angel voices. i 
tranquillity and concord, in times of | 
turmoil, this hymn of love and peace wi tl 
stilled; it will go on infusing hearts witl 
its beauty will grow until the end of tim 
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lisplaced Accent? 


Christianity lays too much stress on the life 
to come and neglects the present needs of a suf- 
fering mankind, critics of the Christian Church 
frequently charge. Reduce your emphasis on the 
future state, they say, and intensify your accent 
on the church’s responsibilities here on earth. 

Is the objection valid? Should the pulpit play 
down the hereafter? Will a shift of emphasis to 
temporal concerns better the human lot? 

The Author of the Christian faith, in a sermon 
that has won universal acclaim, declared: “Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto you.” 
Although the Founder of Christianity performed 
miracles to feed the hungry and heal the sick, 
He preached: “Repent ye and believe the Gospel.” 
“What is a man profited if he shall gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul?” 


Most charitable endeavors and institutions of 
mercy owe their being to the Christian accent on 
God’s love in Christ. The lovely plant of Chris- 
tian charity flourishes best in Gospel soil, where 
the Savior’s loving sacrifice for the wayward and 
the lost is exalted and where the Spirit of the 
living God imparts to believers the gift of loving 
men in Christ. 

Social welfare programs for the needy, the 
aged, the victims of crippling and killing disease, 
bear witness to the Gospel’s influence. Love and 
concern for others reach a peak on the anni- 
versary of the Savior’s advent in the flesh to pave 
with His blood the road to heaven. That is 
significant. 

The world needs more, not less, of the Gospel. 
Though the good news of salvation sets affections 
on things above, it also impels believers to love 
the brethren that are in the world — in deed and 
in truth. 


£ Savior Born For Nou 


Abiding in Judean hills, some shepherds in the night 
Are resting near their slumbering flocks in fitful watchfire light. 


Sweet restful slumber comes from Him who forms all at His will — 

The quiet of a sacred night! Soft voicings o’er the hill! 
A lullaby of rambling brook and whisperings from the trees; 

By distance mute, the nightbird call, low wafts on midnight breeze. 
Veiled from above, the winking stars smile on the love-filled sight; 

The faithful shepherds watch their sheep throughout the passing night. 
In sweetest strains from star-touched east faint echoes seem to fall: 

“Hosannas” as of angel hosts? A dream? A heavenly call? 
Oh, first so faint, but, ah, so sweet, they fall on shepherd’s ear, 

He calls the rest that they might meet; they hush that they might hear! 
Right quickly they their mantles take and rise from where they lay, 

And terror-struck are sore afraid, for night is bright as day! 


But now an angel, chos’n by God, in blissful voice breaks clear: 
“Fear not!” it says, “I bring good news to wipe away all fear! 


Qh, unto you is born this day — for all of earth’s vast: horde — 
In Bethlehem upon the hay, a Savior, Christ, the Lord! 


Remember this your sign shall be: you'll find a little Babe 
Wrapped round in crudest swaddling clothes and in a manger laid!” 


Now hark! The heavenly chorus sings, then swells in mighty sound, 
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While from on high a scene bursts forth whose glory showers the ground! 


F lung wide, a shimmering pathway shines across the midnight sky, 
And down it come angelic hosts who sing of God on high! 


O’er earth they pour from heaven’s heights and still their anthems roll, 
And still the shepherds fearful stand — the wondrous sight behold! 


Reverberating music rolls, from sky, from tree, from stone, — 
The glory of our loving God rings forth in antiphon! 


Yet — ere it pass, the mighty choir sings praise in glad refrain: 
“In heaven — glory be to God; on earth — good will to men!” 


Oh, let us go to Bethlehem, and see our Savior-King! | 
Let us, as they, this glad news spread and Christ to others bring! 


‘ Unless you have this Christmas cheer, which God for ALL has meant, 
You cannot share with far and near the Gift His love has sent! 


MarTIN LANKOow, Cornelius, Oreg. 
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Synod's oldest church in Kansas 
is St. Paul's, a rural congregation 
lso known as Clarks Creek Church, 
organized in 1861. The building is 
oven miles southeast of Junction City. 


AS Was 


1: 


WAN 


JOHN L. CHEEVER 


Rural churches 
can be beautiful and stately. 
St. Paul's, Haven, Kans. 
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Rural 
Lutheran 


Church 


Percentagewise by location the churches of The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod are’ still 45% 
rural today. In number of baptized members, Synod 
is only 27% rural. 

The rural church in America faces a_ serious 
problem. Most of her young people are moving to 
the cities. The cost of land, buildings, and machinery 
makes it impossible for many young couples to begin 
farming. 

As rural church membership declines, it becomes 
more difficult for these congregations to get and to 
hold a pastor. In many cases, parishes are finding 
that they can carry on only when several of them 
are willing to be served by one minister. 

Even though their membership is declining, rural 
congregations are nevertheless doing very important 
work by training youth for the Kingdom and for 
service in urban churches. ‘ 

There are, however, many examples of prosperous 
rural congregations. A recent rural PTR mission in 
Minnesota, with the participation of 4,000 communi- 
cants in 19 congregations, brought 345 new adults 
and children into the church. 


Or they may show in their appearance some of the 
problems of the rural church today. 


Rural people frequently he 
house of -worship. Here the 
land for a new church. 


. . and laying tl 


They may be as moe 
Route 2, Monroeville, 


i 
al 
: 
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The Musgrove family fills a pew at rural 
St. Matthew's, Westfield, Tex. 


St. John’s, Paullina, lowa, has a modern school. 


RUMSEY 


Children in rural areas, as in this vacation Bible school 


at Kinsley, Kans., are just as eager to learn of Jesus 
as their city cousins are. 


Many members who sleep in the bosom of the Savior are buried in the churchyard, Zion, Decatur, Ind. 
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HAROLD A. OTT 


Secretary 
Latin-American Missions 


New proseminary in Obera-Misiones, Argentina 


Missouri Synod churches in Latin America are striving to 
become not only self-governing, self-supporting, and self-propa- 
gating, but also rooted in the soil. They want to serve the people 
in the language or languages of the people. 


In Brazil most of Synod’s pastors, teachers, missionaries, and 
professors must be able to minister in two languages — Portuguese 
and German. One pastor must also speak Latvian. Spanish and 
German are used in our Argentine churches. In Caracas, Vene- 
zuela, the missionary must be able to preach and instruct in 
Spanish, German, and English. This is one meaning of the words 
“being all things to all men.” 


A sizable colony of Japanese truck gardeners have settled 
near Sao Paulo, Brazil. Their produce provides an acceptable 
standard of living, and their gardens are show places. Someday 
these Japanese will become an integral element in multiracial 
Brazil. Some of them will also be integrated into Brazilian 
Lutheranism, thanks to the alertness of neighboring pastors. 


Recently Rev. Nilo Strelow confirmed a Japanese girl and 
baptized six of her brothers and sisters. Contact with these people 
is made through Japanese Lutheran literature sent from Japan 
and through the two Christian day schools in Sao Paulo. 


A Chinese youth who sought Christ in Synod’s Hong Kong 
mission began membership instruction in English. Before he had 
completed the course, he had to leave for Brazil. The Hong Kong 
missionary sent the youth’s name to a pastor in Sao Paulo. There 
the young Chinese requested instruction in Portuguese. He wants 
to learn Bible truths in the language of his adopted country. 


Besides preaching to the unchurched, the Latin-American 
missionary shepherds his own congregational flock and also 
Lutherans away from home. On November 3 Rev. O. T. Zeeb of 
Good Shepherd Congregation (English) in Mexico City received 
14 persons into membership by transfer or reaffirmation of faith. 
Many of these people are in Mexico on Government service or 
in the employ of private firms. The English-speaking work offers 
these members the service of the church. Similar services are 
provided in Havana, in Guatemala City, and in Caracas. 


If you plan to travel to Latin America, ask your pastor for 
a letter of introduction and the name of the minister and congre- 
gation nearest your destination. Pray that Synod’s Latin-American 
churches may become “rooted in the soil” without losing “the 
truth which makes men free.” 
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~activity for the next year. 


New Proseminary 
Opens in Argentina 


What a small group of congregati¢ 
can do when they are determined 
meet the growing need for pastors 
foreign fields is illustrated by a few 
Synod’s churches in the Obera area 
Misiones, Argentina. They have bi 
their own proseminary for premif 
terial training. ; 

About two years ago the congre; 
tions decided that they could inter 
boys in preparing for the ministry 
the churches had a school near by. 

Unable to promise synodical he 
Rev. Harold Ott, Executive Secreta 
of Missions in Latin America, enc 
aged the Obera group in their proj 
begun on an experimental basis. 

Early this year the building shovy 
on the left was completed. It is a com 
bination of classrooms, dormitory, ai 
dining hall, constructed by members) 
the congregations. The school site) 
about three acres was purchased by fl 
Obera churches. 

Eighteen boys are now enrolled 
Grades 6 to 9. Daniel Wagner is f 
teacher. 

The building on the right is occupie 
by the caretaker and cook. 


Survey Commission Studies 
Synod’s Structure, Function 


The Synodical Survey Commi 
at its meeting in St. Louis on Novy 
ber 15 and 16 examined the first | 
reports of Research Director Waltet 
Gast and adopted a program of sur 


Through a study of the growth 
Synod’s headquarters organization, 
Commission identified a numbe 
basic problems which it will st 
Among these is the achieving of be 
balance, improved co-ordination, 
clearer organizational definition in 
total program of Synod, so that 
work may be done as elfectivall 
efficiently as possible. 

Synod’s membership has been gf 
ing rapidly. Its human and finan 
resources have been expanding. But 
latter, always limited, are never 
large as the needs of the church. C 
sequently it is important to plan 
use of these resources with care fol 
relative importance of the various a 
cies of church work and also for | 
dependence upon each other. 

The evidence of some imbalance 
the lack of desirable co-ordinatio 
various areas of synodical work 
Commission believes, can be corr 
through improved planning and bt 
ing and through necessary 
tional adjustments. 
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e Commission is now examining 
ructure and function of the head- 
e organization of Synod in its 
nship to the total framework of 
ical organization and practice. 
ods by which the preparation of 
long-range and short-range inte- 
1 places of church work can be 
ed are now under study. 
er the Commission will study the 
ization and functioning of the 
cts and of various agencies at- 
1 to Synod, but not directly under 
ntrol; the North American insti- 
s of Synod; the foreign operations 
nod; and the human and material 
rces of Synod and their utilization. 
ime permits, the Commission will 
ive attention to the impact upon 
| of the marked social, political, 
echnological changes which have 
red and are in prospect through- 
ie world; to the impact of fellow- 
problems upon the work of our 
h; and to the serious implications, 
variety of directions, of rapid 
h in the Missouri Synod. 

Arnold H. Grumm, First Vice- 
lent of Synod, is chairman of the 
ical Survey Commission. 


Louis, Mo. WALTER F. Gast 


ips for Missions Sells 
| Postage Stamps 


mps for Missions has received 
al of about $16,000 for mission 
in Synod from the sale of used 
xe stamps to date,” Raymond E. 
2s, president of the organization, 
ecently. 

> group had just disposed of a 
tion of United States stamps for 
and of a collection of foreign 
s for $75. 

hough many individuals and 
n’s societies gather used postage 
srward the material to Stamps for 
ys, “much more could be ac- 
ished,” Mr. Hodges stated, “if 
people would take the time to 
in foreign stamps, United States 
emoratives, and United States 
s of larger denominations, rang- 
om four cents upward.” 

ny of the ordinary three-cent 
s cost the sender more postage 
he stamps are worth, Mr. Hodges 
The three-cent commemoratives, 
fer, are of more value than the 
iry current used postage. 

> work is being carried on at the 
ran Building, 210 N. Broadway, 
uis 2, Mo., where all shipments 
amps for Missions may be sent. 
pups of volunteer workers sort the 
s received and prepare the ma- 
for sale. 
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Motive 


JOHN W. BEHNKEN 
President of Synod 


Advent has focused our attention anew on the “coming” — 
Christ’s coming into the flesh. The Son of God was born as a true 
human child of the Virgin Mary. Bethlehem; the cattle cave 
and the manger; the Christ Child, wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in that manger; the appearance of the angelic messenger to 
announce, “Fear not, for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people”; “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward men,” sung by the choir 
of heaven—these are not beautiful legends but marvelous 
realities. 


The great “mystery of godliness, God . . . manifest in the 
flesh” was fulfilled in Christ. And why? Jesus says: “The Son 
of Man is come to save that which was lost.” ‘The Son of Man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give His 
life a ransom for many.” He came to be our Savior, and that 
means everything which the name Savior declares. 


With the shepherds let us stand again at Bethlehem’s manger 
and ponder what our gracious God has done to save us. Should 
we not live for Him? Should we not serve Him? Should we not 
share our precious Savior with others in our community, in our 
country, and in foreign lands? Can we remain indifferent, silent, 
inactive, when we know that hundreds of millions have no knowl- 
edge of Christ’s coming to reconcile also them unto God? 


At this season of the year our Synod must always put forth 
almost frantic efforts to persuade our people to meet the re- 
quirements of the budget. This should not be necessary. Advent 
and Christmas should bring rejoicing so wholehearted that we, 
like the Wise Men, eagerly and gladly offer our gifts to Christ. 
We should fill Synod’s treasury to overflowing. 


Do you feel, as someone wrote me, that I should not mention 
finances when writing about blessings? You know, I am sure, 
the beautiful Bible passage: “For ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He 
became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich.” But 
do you know in what connection St. Paul makes this glorious state- 
ment? Read 2 Corinthians 8 and 9, the apostle’s notable chap- 
ters on Christian giving. To him Christ’s coming into the flesh, 
into poverty, into suffering, into death, is the mighty motive which 
will compel us to give ourselves, our time, our talents, our 
treasure to the Savior’s kingdom. 


Have you placed the Lord Jesus on your Christmas-gift list? 
I ask in all frankness and seriousness. Yours will be a more 
blessed Christmas if you have not forgotten Him. May God grant 
you much joy in the Christ Child! 
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The pressure groups are at my door; 
One by one they ask for more 
Money that the sick may live; 

So, being blessed, I give, I give. 


But, oh, that need which stands alone! 

No gift have I that can atone. 

Trembling, I would hide my face; 

O Christ, give them Your peace, Your grace! 


Be LG. 
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Jan an unchangeable God repent? 


@ /s it right to call ourselves Lutherans? 


@ Why does the Bible report shameful deeds? 


fies te NNSWERP 


tion: How are we to understand 
6:6 and 1 Sam. 15:11, which 
“it repented” Ged that He had 
man on earth and that He had 
» Saul to be king? 


swer: In theological language this 
gure of speech, called an anthro- 
rphism, which Webster defines as 
resentation or conception of God 
a human form, or with human 
ites and affections.” God _ is 
it (John 4:24), who in His na- 
ittributes, and ways is utterly be- 
our understanding (Is. 55:8, 9; 
11:33-36). If we are to have 
a limited idea concerning God, 
ust accommodate Himself to our 
1 limitations and talk to us in our 
ige. His heavenly language is 
erstandable and unspeakable for 
) Cor. 12:4) 

en God describes Himself as re- 
g of what He had done, He is 
ting that “a change of feeling has 
‘ed in Him out of which a new 
» develops” (Leupold). He is 
to destroy the human race which, 
ne exception of eight persons, had 
rejected Him. He is going to 
ie kingdom away from Saul, who 
roved unworthy. 

w the unchangeable God can have 
ige of feeling is beyond our grasp; 
happens daily when sinners re- 
if their evil way. He shows Him- 
‘acious to those who were under 
rath; He spares those who appear 
td to death. That is what Moses 
Him (Ps. 90:13), that is what 
Himself taught us to pray. (Matt. 
5: buke dl 124) 


ion: Are we not going against 
_1:12 when we call ourselves 
ns? 


wer: Whether or not it is sinful 
to name our church after the 
er depends upon circumstances. 
rotested against the odious com- 
s the Corinthians were making 
Christian pastors and against 


the division the Christians at Corinth 
were causing in the church. They were 
engaging in hero worship, which was 
harming the unity of the congregation. 
For this he sharply takes them to task, 
ch. 3:3-8. 

Martin Luther also protested against 
the use of his name: “Please do not 
use my name; do not call yourselves 
Lutherans, but Christians. The 
doctrine is not mine; I have not been 
crucified for anyone. Why should 
I, a miserable bag of worms, give my 
meaningless name to Christ’s children?” 
(St. Louis ed., X, 370). Luther’s fol- 
lowers did not coin the name; that 
was done by his bitter opponents John 
Eck and the pope, who intended it as 
an expression of scorn and contempt. 
Luther favored the name ‘Evangeli- 
cals,’ but when his protest was not 
heeded, he finally acquiesced. The 
name has continued to this day. 

When we proudly use his name, it 
is not done to worship a hero, but to 
honor the memory of a man whom 
God used as His blessed instrument to 
free a large segment of humankind 
from the bondage of Rome by coura- 
geously restoring the Gospel of God’s 
free grace through faith in Christ Jesus 
to its rightful place in the church after 
it had been buried for centuries beneath 
a mass of man-made doctrines. Such 
honor is in full accord with Holy 
Scripture. (Heb. 13:7) 

Perhaps it would be well if we were 
to use a different name, but it is doubt- 
ful whether such a change will ever be 
made. From the outset the name Lu- 
theran took on a confessional character, 
signifying that they who were called 
by the Reformer’s name stood upon the 
Holy Scriptures as the only source of 
truth and the norm of faith and life. 
Lutherans rely for pardon and ever- 
lasting life on the merits of Jesus Christ 
alone. To change our name would not 
solve any problem. The important 
thing is to abide in the truth taught 
by Martin Luther through God’s grace. 
If his name will strengthen our deter- 
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METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART 


Gozzoli, “Conversion of St. Paul” 


mination to be loyal to the Scriptures 
and will challenge others to take their 
places on the same foundation, there 
can be no valid objection to the use of 
Luther’s name. 


Question: What are we to think of 
such portions of the Bible in which 
shameful deeds on the part of God’s 
children are recorded, as, for in- 
stance, the drunkenness of Noah or 
the sordid sin of Lot’s daughters? 


Answer: We accept those portions as 
a part of the Bible which, as Paul states, 
was written for our learning, comfort, 
and hope (Rom. 15:4), and is profit- 
able for doctrine, correction, instruction 
in righteousness. (2 Tim. 3:15-17) 

Such seemingly objectionable stories 
serve the wholesome purpose of warn- 
ing; for instance, Lot’s daughters griev- 
ously offended the gracious God who 
had. marvelously preserved them from 
a horrible death; Noah’s sad experience 
shows the weakness of even a “preacher 
ot righteousness,” yet he repented and 
was~accepted. (Ezek. 14:14, 20) 

Another example: Paul, who before 
his conversion was a blasphemer and 
persecutor, wrote to Timothy: “Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, of whom I am chief. Howbeit 
for this cause I obtained mercy, that 
in me first Jesus Christ might show 
forth all long-suffering for a pattern to 
them which should hereafter believe 
on Him to life everlasting” (1 Tim. 1: 
15,16). His meaning is plain. By 
including these crimes of the apostle 
in the sacred record, God wants all 
future generations to know that there 
is forgiveness for every sin and every 
sinner, no matter how great his guilt, 
if he repents and believes. What com- 
fort for one who has a severe guilt 
complex! If Paul could find forgive- 
ness for such heinous crimes, shall not 
we, too, take heart? Far from object- 
ing to such stories, we should derive 
comfort and hope from them. 


O. E. SOHN 
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THE 


Psalter 


God’s Promise Is Fulfilled 


Psalm 132:11: “The Lord hath sworn 
in truth unto David; He will not turn from 
it: Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon 
thy throne.” 


God has promised His people all 
manner of blessings, for body and soul, 
for time and eternity. God’s promises 
are sure. He will keep them all in due 
time. 

All the promises of God are related 
to, and derive their meaning from, His 
promise concerning His Son — that Son 
who was to be born and live and suf- 
fer and die and rise again to atone for 
His people’s sins. 

The message of Christmas is that 
God has kept His promise. It was a 
promise first given in the Garden of 
Eden, repeated with ever greater em- 
phasis to the patriarchs, voiced with 
increasing clarity through the prophets. 

This promise was conveyed also to 
David, the poet-king of Israel and the 
great ancestor of Christ. According to 
our text, the Lord confirmed this prom- 
ise with an oath: “The Lord hath sworn 
in truth unto David; He will not turn 
from it.” And the promise was this: 
“Of the fruit of thy body will I set 
upon thy throne.” 

This promise reached its ultimate ful- 
fillment in the Messiah, “great David’s 
greater Son.” Through Him, David’s 
family would be established forever. 
Not through a physical descent, to be 
sure, but through a spiritual lineage. 
As Christians, we in spirit belong to 
David’s family. We are a “royal priest- 
hood,” the brethren of the Prince of 
Peace, who is both David’s Son and 
God's. 

On Christmas this Prince of Peace 
came to earth in fulfillment of the an- 
cient prophecy. He holds His gracious 
sway over all the souls of men, as they 
come — from the ends of the earth and 
to the end of time —to lay their tro- 
phies at His feet, and crown Him Lord 
of all. 

Thus God kept His promise to Da- 
vid. Thus God keeps His promise to us. 
We welcome the royal Infant and kneel 
at His manger-throne. 


THOMAS COATES 


Every Christian Has Pulpit, 
Layman Tells Congregation 


Every layman has a pulpit in his 
place of work, Frank Stewart, vice- 
president of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, Cincinnati, told members of 
the congregation on November 10, the 
474th anniversary of Luther’s birth. 

Speaking in the absence of the pas- 
tor, Rev. G. H. Liebenow, Mr. Stewart 
said that Lutherans can pay tribute to 
the Reformer if they “believe, study, 
and observe the Biblical doctrines he 
taught in his Small Catechism.” 

The beginning of each chief part in 
the Catechism, the speaker pointed out, 
shows how the head of the family 
should teach it in a simple way to his 
household. 

“Do we really follow Luther’s advice 
and study the Catechism with our fam- 


ilies?” asked Mr. Stewart, who is a rail- _ 


road agent. 

Calling attention to the privileges 
gained through the Reformation, he 
asserted that they bring responsibilities. 

“Our greatest responsibility,” he said, 
is to “confess Christ before our fellow 
men” and to “give the message of sal- 
vation to others.” 

The job can’t be done by preachers 
alone, he continued. “As a priest of 
God you have a pulpit in your place of 


‘work every day.” 


Mr. Stewart stated that the “‘per- 
sonal” pulpit of the Christian involves 
all with whom he comes in daily con- 
tact. 

“I discovered recently,” he said, “that 
I come in contact with over 500 people 
every week, twice as many as my pastor 
preaches to on an average Sunday 
morning.” / 

He urged Immanuel’s members to ac- 
cept their opportunity and to exercise 
their calling ‘by “preaching sermons” 
that will help spread the Gospel. 

Rev. Edgar Roschke, Cincinnati insti- 
tutional chaplain, was the liturgist for 
the Lutheran Laymen’s Sunday obsery- 
ance of the congregation. 
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Frank Stewart Addressing Immanuel Church, Cincinnati 


Religious Liberty Stamp 
Features Bible ; 


A three-cent stamp honoring religi 
liberty will be issued by the U.S.F 
Office on December 27. 

With the Bible as its central dé 
the stamp will commemorate the 3 
anniversary of the Flushing Re 
strance, when citizens of Flus 
N. Y., protested an edict by 
Governor Peter Stuyvesant bai 
Quakers. The remonstrance is bel 
to be the earliest declaration of reli 
liberty by ordinary citizens in 
can history. 

Printed in 100 million copies, 
stamp will be on sale at post offi 
throughout the country. 

This is the second time the Bibleh 
been pictured on U.S. postage. 
first was the. 1956 Labor Day @ 
memorative issue depicting a sectié 
the mural in the AFL-CIO headqui 
ters in Washington. The section shy 
a mother reading the Bible to her chil 

The religious-liberty stamp is 
first in a series the Post Office will 
to call attention to basic Ameé 
freedoms. A stamp honoring fret 
of the press will be issued in connect 
with the 50th anniversary of the Uist 
Missouri School of Journalism. 


District Triples 
Number of Pastors. 


Growth in the Florida-Georgia 
trict is shown in the following t@ 
tion: 


Congregations J 
and Preaching in 
Stations V 
(C2 ae 2 Sa j 
LOAD cee oe 34... 
L950 ste ae 33... aa 
LOS «Sees ee 37 =e ~ 
952% < eae 3) 2a 
1953.00 rs 39.22 ae 
19540 2 4 ee 
1955. eS 53 a 
1956, ese aes 63 2 
1957 1) 75 
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L Plans Worldwide Coverage 


Special Christmas Broadcast 


zing more stations throughout 
rid than ever before, the Lu- 
Hour will again present a special 
nas broadcast proclaiming the 
e of Christ’s birth to people in 
ir corners of the earth. 

tled “Dawn of a New Day,” the 
ur program prepared by The Lu- 
Hour staff simulates a travelog. 
based on the experiences of 
igene R. Bertermann, who re- 
made a two-month survey trip 
ica in the interest of Lutheran 
xpansion. 

1e dramatization, Pastor Rudolph 
\frica from Tangier to Johannes- 


Dr. Oswald Hoffmann 
Lutheran Hour speaker 


En route he meets Jacque Bon- 
in African native of French de- 
who has spent most of his life 
Congo. 
> it’s Christmas time, much of 
nversation revolves around the 
’ observance of the holiday. 
san music, tape-recorded on the 
for this special Lutheran Hour 
qas broadcast, will be included. 
Ss music may sound strange to 
mmented Rev. Elmer J. Knoern- 
director of programing and 
icer on the global Gospel broad- 
Sut we should remember that it 
:d to the African natives.” 
yvorks and stations in 12 African 
es have accepted the program on 
c-service basis. 
program will also be aired over 
) national networks in Spain and 
al, generally regarded as 100% 
Catholic countries. 
United States Armed Forces 
Service, Radiodiffusion Fran- 
Belgian Radio, Swiss Broadcast- 
poration, Sender Freies Berlin 
many, the Broadcasting Corpora- 
* China in Formosa, and the 
- National Network are among 
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the major radio networks throughout 
the world which have accepted the pro- 
gram on a sustaining basis. 

In the United States, the special 
Lutheran Hour Christmas broadcast 
will be aired by the National Broad- 
casting Company and many _ inde- 
pendent stations. 

The program is being translated into 
several languages. 


Construction of LLL Building 
To Begin Early in 1958 


Bids for the construction of the 
new LLL headquarters building were 
opened on November 27 in the office 
of the architect, Kenneth Wischmeyer, 
a member of Bethel Lutheran Church 
in University City, Mo. 

The $350,000 ground floor and one- 
story structure will include a chapel 
and recording studio dedicated to Dr. 
Walter A. Maier, first Lutheran Hour 
speaker. The building will be erected 
on League-owned property at the cor- 
ner of Hampton and Elizabeth Avenues. 

If weather permits, construction will 
begin shortly after January 1. The 
building is expected to be ready for 
occupancy in 12 months. 


Pastors Urge Use of 
Newspaper Ads 


The Missouri Synod should use news- 
papers as well as radio and television 
to proclaim the Gospel message — if 
replies to a recent LLL questionnaire 
are any indication. 


In considering a newspaper adver- 
tising campaign similar to that used by 
the Knights of Columbus, the League 
polled the 5,000 pastors of Synod. 

More than 1,400 replies express over- 
whelming approval of the project, sug- 
gesting that the LLL rather than Synod 
undertake the campaign and offering 
concrete proposals to finance the en- 
deavor through League efforts. 

It was generally agreed that Synod 
should serve in an advisory capacity for 
the doctrinal content of the proposed 
advertisements. 

Results of the survey will be pre- 
sented to the LLL Board of Governors 
at their meeting in January. 


Radio Announcer 
Led to Savior 


A radio-station announcer and his 
family in Nebraska were led to the 
Savior and the Lutheran Church 
through his handling of the Family 
Worship Hour and the Sunday service 
broadcast of St.John’s Lutheran 
Church in Scottsbluff. 

Leslie Proctor, 33, had served two 
years as announcer for the programs 
when he joined the pastor’s adult class 
in 1955. He also brought several other 
members of his family into the church. 

When KNEB also began broadcast- 
ing the Family Worship Hour, Mr. 
Proctor was able to secure time for the 
program on his station. When a switch 
in scheduling almost forced the pro- 
gram off the air, the announcer received 
permission to open the station 15 min- 
utes earlier each morning for the de- 
votional service. 

Rey. Alfred E. Ernst reports the 5:15 
A.M. program has wide listener in- 
terest throughout this farm area in spite 
of the early hour. E. F. K. 


The Zone 5 LLL rally in Omaha last month featured an international menu, for- 
eign costumes, and flags of the nations. L.—r.: Dr. E, R. Bertermann of The 
Lutheran Hour, speaker; Rev. William Kniffel, pastor of the host church; Bart 
Hoemann, zone vice-president; and Walther League waiters and waitresses. 
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Let’s Investigate! 


Is the Bible a Catholic Book? 


The New Testament Says: 


The Roman Catholics Say: 


*¢The Bible truly is a Catholic book, 
and it would not be in our possession 
today but for the Catholic Church... . 


6¢It was the Catholic Church and no 
other which selected and listed the in- 
spired books of both the Old Testament 
and the New Testament. It was the 
Catholic Church which preserved and 
used the Scriptures in the early cen- 
turies and down to our day. 


**If you can accept the Bible or any 
part of it as the Inspired Word of God, 
you can do so only because the Catholic 
Church says it is. 


“Yes, the Bible is a Catholic Book,” p. 4, The 
Bible is a Catholic Book, No. 3, Supreme Council 
K. of C. Information Bureau, St. Louis. 


2 Peter 1:19-21 and 2 Tim. 3:16 
and 17 establish that in the days of 
the apostles the Old Testament col- 
lection of inspired books was known 
as “Scripture.” The Old Testament 
canon (list of inspired books) was 
fixed before the birth of Christ. Ac- 
cording to Josephus, no one had 
dared to add to, or to take from, or 
to alter anything in the Sacred Books 
for 400 years. 

The claim that “the Catholic 
Church and no other . . . selected 
and listed the inspired books of .. . 
the Old Testament” does not square 
with the facts of history. 

Nor can it be maintained that the 
acceptance of “the Bible or any 
part of it as the Inspired Word of 
God” rests solely on the say-so of 
the Catholic Church. A catalog of 
the books of Scripture was formally 
ratified by the Council of Laodicea 
(A. D. 360). The canon itself had 
been completed by the end of the 
first century, long before the Roman 
Catholic Church came into being. 

The larger question of the origins 
of the Roman Catholic, as distinct 
from the catholic (universal) church, 
is involved. More important is the 
allegation that the Roman Catholic 
Church ‘is infallible and that it alone 
can determine the canon. 

Nowhere do the Scriptures state 
that a book must be accepted be- 
cause a church or a group of Chris- 
tians regarded the book as part of 


Comment 


*- We have also a more sure Word 
of Prophecy, whereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day 
dawn and the Daystar arise in your 
hearts; knowing this first, that no 
prophecy of the Scripture is of any 
private interpretation. For the proph- 
ecy came not in old time by the will 
of man; but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
ZPetend: 19-21. 

“ All Scripture is given by inspira- 
tion of God and is profitable for doc- 
trine .. . for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be perfect. 2 Tim. 3:16,17. 


the Scriptures. The genuineness of 
a book has been regarded as one 
of its best claims for inclusion in 
the New Testament canon. 7 

Also, because a letter was written 
by Paul, for instance, it was rightly 
given a place among the inspired 
writings of the New Testament. The 
power of the New Testament Scrip- 
tures, too, has been regarded as a 
testimony that the books grouped 
under the “New Testament” are in- 
deed the Word of God. 

Among the very oldest manu- 
scripts of the New Testament is the 
Codex Sinaiticus. About one hun- 
dred years ago the German scholar 
Tischendorf discovered this fourth- 
century copy in the Convent of 
St. Catherine at the foot of Mount 
Sinai. The fifth-century Codex Al- 
exandrinus comes from Egypt. 

These manuscripts do not support 
the assertion that the Bible “would 
not be in our possession today but 
for the Catholic Church.” The Ro- 
man Catholic claims are outweighed 
by the facts of history. 

The assertion that “The Bible is 
a Catholic Book,” headlined again 
in recent K. of C. ads, is not true 
in the sense in which it is made. 
It is true only in the sense that the 
Bible belongs,to the Church Uni- 
versal and was given by the inspira- 
tion of God for all believers, 


CarRL S. MEYER 
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District Conventions | 


Iowa West 
August 25—30, Lake Okoboji 
“What have they seen in 
house?” (2 Kings 20:15), asked 
dent Lobeck in his opening ade 
“Is there much that characterizes ¥ 
as Christian homes, or do they abi 
in evidence of worldly interests 
spiritual matters receive little 4 
tion?” . 
Dr. Alfred von Rohr Sauer, ir 
essay on “The Doctrine of the Chu 
stated that the church’s function 
administer the means of grace. 
The delegates voted to open 
missions in suburban areas and fo 
tablish a District Office in Fort De 


with provisions for necessary help. 


ELECTED: President, Rev. Gustay W. Ld 
Vice-Presidents, Revs. Walter H. Discher | 
George B. Eschenbacher; Secretary, Rev. De 
E. Weiss; Treasurer, Waldo H. Weiss. : 


i | 
| 


; 
: 


Southern | 
October 28—November 1, New Orle 

Observing the District’s 75th — 
versary with a record convention 
tendance, the delegates heard Dr. 
Nau’s historical review (1882—I! 


and Dr. M. H. Scharlemann’s e 
“The Church in Her Struggle 
Unity.” 


The 1958 budget of $207,000 
for a $105,000 contribution to Sj 
Missionaries will receive a $50-a-mor 
car allowance. 

A memorial by the Louisiana 
toral Conference, urging admission 
Negro congregations and pastors i 
full membership with Synod, was! 
ferred to the District Board of Dit 
tors with instructions to negotiate 
various boards, to consult with 
ferences, and to prepare study mat 
for congregations, so that the mem 
can be acted upon next year. 


ELECTED: President, Rev. Edgar W. 
hausen; Vice-Presidents, Revs. Wm. G. & 
and Wm. F. Wedig; Secretary, Rev. Loth 
Kleinhans; Financial Secretary, Thomas H. 
Treasurer, George H. Heintzen. 


President Homrighausen | 


THE LUTHERAN W 


Joctrinal Committees of Synodical Conference Meet 


: Doctrinal Unity Committees of 
7. Lutheran Synodical Conference 
yr the third time in Chicago, Oc- 
7—9. The four committees have 
working together since January 
; year for the purpose of patiently 
\oroughly exploring the problems 
ave for some time clouded the 
val accord and have threatened to 
ze the joint activity within the 
ical Conference. After uncover- 
ve causes of the difficulty, the 
y committee purposes to review 
‘tinent matters in the light of the 
of God with a view to arriving 
d-pleasing solutions. 
members of the committee are 
ware of the gravity of the assign- 
Dedicated to an unblinking real- 
hey participate in the conversa- 
soberly and in the fear of God. 
is no desire to evade issues or 
ss over divergent opinions. 
committee is occupied with in- 
> studies in basic areas of Lu- 
theology, such as the doctrine of 
riptures, Justification, Church and 
ry, and the Last: Things. Each 
; assigned to subcommittees from 
f the four synods to do the Scrip- 
spadework and then to present 
indings to the plenary sessions for 
stive discussion. Thereupon sub- 
ittees, composed of one member 
»ach synod, undertake the critical 
f effecting a synthesis of the four 
te presentations with a view to 
sing one clear, unambiguous 
ent, which, in its final form, is 
e expression to a genuine con- 


only the formulation of doc- 
statements, however, but also the 
‘al application of doctrine to the 
ian life is the unfaltering concern 
committee. It is recognized that 
of the disturbance of the inter- 
cal peace has had its origin in this 
f the relation of doctrine to prac- 
fo put it another way: If I believe 
nd so about the Scriptures, what 
hold about interpretation, about 
scy and fulfillment, etc? Or, hav- 
ofessed adherence to God’s plan 
vation as revealed in the Scrip- 
what must be my stand with re- 
O justification by faith, what my 
e toward motivation for the 
ian life? How does this affect my 
ent of the principles involved in 
anization such as the Boy Scouts? 
are the Scriptural implications of 
ctrine of the church and her min- 
or areas that appear to be con- 
with both church and state, such 
example, the military chaplaincy? 
be seen that an isolation of doc- 
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trine from practice, or of practice from 
doctrine, is not consistently possible. 

It would be less than candid to report 
that there are no considerable cleav- 
ages of opinion within the committee. 
It would also be rather unrealistic to 
imagine that tensions which have built 
up through decades could be resolved 
in a few committee meetings. Hence it 
would be as wrong to become impatient 
for definitive results as it would be to 
show no concern and to allow existing 
frictions to drift along indefinitely. The 
subject is too complex and too weighty 
to permit a casual attitude, and too 
much is at stake to admit anything less 
than wholehearted devotion. 

It would, however, be equally con- 
trary to fact to say that the committee 
has made no progress or has reached 
a stalemate. Invoking the illuminating 
guidance of the Holy Spirit on all de- 
liberations has not been in vain. Every 
member of the committee has evidenced 
a humble readiness to submit unreserv- 
edly to the instruction and correction 
of the Word of God. It would amount 
to a denial of the power of the Word 
to question the production of positive 
fruit. Thus, to cite one example, the 
various essays on the Scriptures have 
demonstrated a unanimity that is cause 
for sincere doxology. 

While laboring on this specific task, 
the subcommittee has produced a work- 
able draft of the doctrine of the Anti- 
christ. This is not to say that this mat- 
ter is regarded as the most important 
question of Christian theology, but, hav- 
ing begun with the basis of all theology, 
the Holy Scriptures, the committee 
deemed it natural to test conclusions re- 
garding Biblical prophecy through a 
consideration of a specific teaching 
about which some differences have ap- 
peared within American Lutheranism. 

The procedure adopted by the com- 
mittee is reminiscent of the method 
employed by the Lutheran theologians 
who drew up the Formula of Concord, 
which was published in 1580 as a set- 
tlement of some thirty years of dis- 
cord within the Lutheran Church. It is 
the prayerful hope of the members that 
God will use their present labors ul- 
timately to produce another true ex- 
pression of agreement to which all 
Synodical Conference members may 
give joyful and unreserved assent, to 
the glory of God’s holy name and the 
solid promotion of the cause of conserv- 
ative, confessional Lutheranism in our 
time. We dare to assert the sanctified 
optimism that in proper obedience to 
God and true patience and forbearance 
and with the sincere will to achieve 
a God-pleasing and dynamic unity in 
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doctrine and practice we may under 
God yet witness this miracle of mercy. 
Surely this is a subject worth praying 
and laboring and waiting for on the part 
of all lovers of the truth. 


HERBERT J. A. BOUMAN, Secretary 


Through Gates of Splendor. By Elizabeth 
Elliot. Harper & Bros. 256 pages. 
S3e7 os 


This book stirs the heart as no fiction 
can. News flashes and front-page stories, 
reporting the martyr death of five young 
missionaries at the hands of the “stone 
age” Auca Indians deep in the Ecuadoran 
jungles, spring to life. 

The publishers deserve thanks for mar- 
keting this book, for the world needs to 
know why trained and talented young 
people become “fools for Christ’s sake” 
and find happiness in “throwing away” 
their young lives among ignorant savages. 

The title is taken from the hymn stanza 
which was sung by the missionary group 
as they departed on their “death mission” 
— to the tune “Finlandia”: 


“We rest on Thee, our Shield and 
Defender, 

Thine is the battle, Thine shall be the 
praise 


When passing through the gates of 
pearly splendor, 
Victors, we rest with Thee through 


endless days.” 


Betty Elliot, the young widow of one 
of the slain men, turns out to be a sur- 
prisingly capable writer. Sixty-four pages 
of photos, supplied by the courtesy of 
Life magazine, which featured the news 
story in several issues, help to make the 
book come alive and add to the value of 
this publication of modern missionary 
heroism. 


Augsburg Publishing House. 
$2.50; paper, $1.25. 


Volume 27 of the popular annual 
Christmas, devoted solely to art, litera- 
ture, and music inspired by the birth of 
Christ, has equaled, if not surpassed, its 
predecessors. All 68 pages sparkle and 
glow with the warmth and beauty of 
a precious many-faceted jewel. From 
cover to colophon, Editor Randolph E. 
Haugan of Augsburg Publishing House 
has again produced a masterpiece in va- 
riety of content, excellence of typography, 
and richness of color printing. 


Christmas. 
Cloth, 


Compiled by Carlyle 
Adams. Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
Cloth. 32 pages. $1.25. 


A beautifully done devotional exercise 
arranged for Christians who live alone. 
Composed entirely of words of the Sa- 
cred Scriptures, it builds up a worship 
situation to help the individual in per- 
sonal confession and supplication. 

GEORGE W. HOYER 


My Secret Prayer. 


By Herbert N. 
96 pages. 65 


Spiritual Chain Reaction. 
Gibney. Muhlenberg. 
cents. 

Popular study guide on personal mis- 
sion work. Helpful before or after PTR 
missions. 
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Faces Around the Manger. By J. Harold 
Gwynne. Sedgwick Publishing Co. 
63 pages. $1.25. 


Twenty-two short meditations based on 
the dramatis personae of the Nativity Gos- 
pel, ranging from Zacharias to Archelaus. 
Suitable for family devotions during the 
pre-Christmas season. Though  Scrip- 
turally sound, the writer’s style lacks much 
of the glow and the dramatic “punch” of 
the Scriptural account. The price for this 
paper-bound pamphlet is rather high. 


Divine Physician. By Wm. B. Ward. 
John Knox Press. 35 pages. 75 cents. 


Twenty-eight short devotions for the 
sick which speak to the heart with the 
rich comfort of God’s voice in Scripture. 
Excellent for hospital reading racks and 
waiting rooms. That the booklet now 
appears in its fourth printing since 1953 
testifies to its high degree of usefulness. 


Duplicating and Publicity Manual. By 
Wm. M. Lessel. Moody Press. 94 
pages. $2.00. 


Information on duplicating processes, 
layouts, addressing, mailing, to help 
church people become “crusaders for qual- 
ity” in Christian publicity. Would be 
worth the price if the manual gave more 
samples of good work. 
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JOHN W. BERGER, April 30, 1897, Riley, 
Mich., to Nov. 19, 1957, St. Paul, Minn.; 
son of Rev. Gustav and Ida Oetjen 
Berger; graduated St. 
Louis seminary, 1922; 
studied at U. of 
Minnesota; member, 
American Association 
of Teachers of Ger- 
man; parishes: St. Jo- 
seph, Mo..; Canton, 
Mo.; Osage City, Mo.; 
part-time instructor at 
Culver-Stockton Col- 
lege, Canton, Mo.; 
professor at Concor- 
dia College, St. Paul, 
1931 until his death. 
Survivors: Laura Maack Berger; sons 
Robert, Thomas, and Charles; daughter 
Lois Walther. Funeral: Nov. 22, St. Paul, 
Minn.; interment, Nov. 23, Bellefontaine 
Cemetery, St. Louis, Mo. 


John W. Berger 


JoHN W. WERLING, Oct. 12, 1878, New 
Haven, Ind., 
Kans.; 


to Nov. 14, 1957, Winfield, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Wer- 
ling; graduated St. 
Louis seminary, 1902; 
M.A., Columbia U., 
1927; parishes: Hum- 
boldt, Kans.; Winfield, 
Kans.; professor at St. 
John’s College, Win- 
field, 1918—57, when 
he retired; member, 
Board of Directors of 


the Lutheran  Chil- 

dren’s Friend Soci- 

’ ety, Winfield, 1915 

J .W. Werling to 1947. Survivors: 


Anna Fischer Wer- 
ling, sons Dr. E. H. Werling, John, Rich- 
ard; daughters Hilda Ore, Mrs. Paul Gross, 
Bernice Krumm, Adelaide Stertz, and 
Leonora. Funeral: Nov. 18, Winfield; in- 
terment, Highland Cemetery. 


pipe 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATES 


Ordained and Installed: 


Koehler, James, Faith, Oklahoma City, Okla., 
by Charles T. Knippel, Oct. 30. 

Lowe, Charles W., as missionary at large of 
the Southeastern District, in Ascension, 
Charlotte, N.C., by Leslie F. Frerking, 


Oct. 30. 
Installed: PARTORS 

Bernthal, Arnold I., Calvary, Deep River; 
Grace, Montezuma; and St. Martin, What 
Cheer, Iowa, by W. H. Michels, Nov. 3. 

Bouman, James D., St. Paul, Jacksonville, Fla., 
by William H. Jones, Oct. 27. 

Bredehoft, John B., St. Paul, 
Kans., by C. C. Nieman, Oct. 27. 

Etzel, Lenhart E., Immanuel, Athens, Ill, by 
Arthur E. Graf, Oct. 27. 

Fackler, William J., asst., Emmaus First, Al- 
hambra, Calif., by G. C. Schramm, Oct. 27. 

King, Robert H., St. Philip, Chicago, Ill., by 
Marmaduke Carter, Nov. 3. 

Loesel, Herman C., Trinity, Bay City (Mon- 
itor), Mich., by H. F. Potzger, Nov. 3. 

Mazak, Stephan G., Jr., Trinity and Grace, 
Willow Springs, Ill., by A. E. Bohlmann, 
Sept. 22. 

Mehl, Duane, Our Redeemer, Newark, Del., by 
George W. Mueller, Nov. 3. 

Nauss, Milton J., Pilgrim, St. Louis, Mo., by 
Alfred Doerffler, Nov. 3. 

Niermann, Walter H., Our Redeemer, 
City, Iowa, by John Constable, Oct. 20. 

Scharlemann, Ernst K., St. Peter, Nashville, 
Ill., by John Heseman, Nov. 3. 

Schmid, Walter H., Zion, Bellefont (Offerle), 
Kans., by Theo. H. Mueller, Nov. 3. 

Schmidt, Herbert, asst., Zion, Oakland, Calif., 
by A. A. Levenhagen, Nov. 3. 

Schornack, Arthur P., First, Palmdale, Calif., 
by Paul C. Neipp, he eel 27. 

Williams, George C., Trinity, Stewardson, U1., 
by Albert J. Weber, Nov. 3. 

Wittenburg, Everett L., St. Paul, Kemmerer, 
Wyo., by G. Daniel Schmidt, Nov. 10. 

Wittrock, Arthur, Trinity, Gilead and Glad- 
stone, Nebr., by Milton Matuschka, Oct. 6. 


Installed: SS Bers 


Cloeter, Martin, Northwest Luth. School, Mil- 
waukee, Wis., by A. J. Beversdorf, Oct. 20. 

Fechter, Larry, First, El Monte, Calif., by 
George T. Fisher, Sept. 15. 

Foelber, Herbert L., Trinity, 
Ind., by Walter C. Maas, Sept. 8 

Meerkatz, Harold L., Emmanuel, 
Mich., by J. M. Gagern, Sept. 15. 

Schilling, Norbert, Northwest Luth. School, 
Milwaukee, Wis., by A. J. Beversdorf, 
Oct. 20. 

Socha, John J., Immanuel, Giddings, Tex., by 
Max Studtmann, Sept. 1. 

Yoder, Oble William, Zion, Bridgeport, Conn., 
by William H. Otten, Oct. 27. 


Coffeyville, 


Iowa 


Indianapolis, 


Dearborn, 


Official Notice 


Barry Frederick, B.A., M.A., 195445 Pres- 
ton Ave., Los Angeles 26, Calif., a member of 
Trinity Lutheran Church of Los Angeles, hav- 
ing submitted the necessary preliminary docu- 
ments, requests a colloquy for the teaching 
profession of The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
souri Synod. The aforementioned documents 
are in the hands of Prof. Paul Zimmerman, 
president of Concordia Teachers College, Sew- 
ard, Nebr. —Vicror L. BEHNKEN, President, 
Southern California District. 


Notice 


Election Procedure Committee 


The Praesidium of Synod has appointed 
a committee to study Synod’s election pro- 
cedure and to report to the 1959 convention 
of Synod. This committee has met and 
organized. 

We invite all interested persons to com- 
municate with any of the undersigned mem- 
bers and to give suggestions for the im- 
provement of our present time-consuming, 
confusing system of elections. It should be 
remembered that there should be no infringe- 
ment on the principle of democratic action 
and no restriction of freedom of choice on the 
part of the electorate. Since this committee 
will meet again in mid-January 1958, we wel- 
come your early response and your construc- 
tive criticisms. We propose to publish our 
findings far enough in advance of the conven- 
tion, so that there will be sufficient time to 
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q 
discuss them thoroughly. — Rev. G. H. 
Box 7, Janesville, Minn. Rev. He) 
Abram, 7710 East State, Fort Wayn 
Bernhard F. Jutzi, 11710 Memorial Dr. 
ton, Tex. Edwin Meese, Jr., Secreta: 
Edgewood, Ave., Oakland 2, Calif. Re 
relay Chairman, 3117 St. Louis Ave., S 

, Mo. 


Available 


Altar, pulpit, and baptismal font, 
with gold trim; available for transp 
costs. — Zion LUTHERAN CuHourcH, 511 
nold, Mount Pleasant, Mich. i 


Wanted 


100 copies of M. Reu, Catechetics ( 
print), for Pritzlaff Library, Concordi 
inary, St.Louis 5, Mo. Copies need 
instructional purposes. Forward dire 
Library. — A. G. MerrKENs. i 


Choir gowns, 24, for mission. — Fa 
THERAN CHuRCH, Rev. Edw. Saresky, 
Qualtrough Rd., Rochester 10, N. Y. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Becker, E. George, 2034 Springbrook 
Rockford, Ill. 

Burgdorf, Lawrence A., R.7, Bruns 
Ohio 

Etzel, Lenhart E., Athens, Ill. 

Gerike, Gerhard J. C., 607 E. Elm st 
gona, Iowa 


Hallerberg, Herbert W., 1003 E. ] 
Danville, Ill. 
Hannemann, Norman A., R. 2, Box 


Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Hausmann, William, 504 Davis Av 
rison, N. J. 

Kamman, Harold W., Texhoma, Okla, 

Kempff, Gerhard F., Apartado Postal 
San Salvador, C.A 

a ay Eugene, 235 N. Dean, Centa 

ich 

Kringel, Edwin H., 610 W. Vance St., | 
son, N.C. 

Kritsch, Herbert J., 117 Memorial 
Ave., Toronto 6, Ont., Canada 

Michael, Gerhard C., Box 397, Ho 
Lake, Minn. 

Miller, Channing E., 2805 Martin 1] 
Rolling Meadow, Ill. 


Otten, Henry, 801 Harrison, Emmets 
Iowa ; 
Pooker, Oscar H., 63 N. Pacific; 


Girardeau, Mo. 
Praeuner, Otto H.; Battle Creek, Iowa 
Reimnitz, Elmer, ‘Caixa Postal 92, Ca 


RG, S., Brazil 
Rupprecht, Prof. Oliver, 1108 Kavan 
Pl., Milwaukee 13, Wis. 
Scharlemann,.Ernst K., Ph. D., R.1, 2 
ville, Ill. 


Schmid, Walter, Offerle, Kans. 
Schornack, Arthur P., 38350 Jeanette 
Palmdale, Calif. 


Steffen, Gustav H., em., 527 Cambri 
Fresno 5, Calif. 
Stoeppelwerth, Henry P., 2713 Stark 


Bakersfield, Calif. 


Strieter, T. W., D.D., 4250 St. Ferdit 
St. Louis 13, Mo. 


Wahlers, Lorenz F., 3622 Ridgedale, | 


Louis 20, Mo. 
Teachers: 
Elser, David, 8011 Solana St., San Dieg 
Calif. 


Foelber, Herbert L., 872 East Dr., Woo 
Pl., Indianapolis 1, Ind. 

Heilman, Richard A., 2461 Cambridge 
York, Pa. 

Hitzemann, Alvin, 209 E. 138th St., Chi 


27, Til. 

Prahl, Henry W., 356 McIntyre Cta 
paraiso, Ind. 

eae Fay, 28 Livingston St., Kin 

Schultz, Bernhard, em., 512 N. Fifth 
Decatur, Ind. 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica 
tion in the LurHERAN WITNEss, boo 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the WINE: 
Office, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Lou 
18, Mo. . 


Reports of ordinations, installa’ 


dedications, anniversaries, and chan 
-of address of pastors and tea 
should be sent to the Statistical Bu 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broa 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


etters 


it Aid 


ie of the November 5, 1957, Wirt- 
_etters” Mr. H. A. Voss tells of his 
f sponsoring students in our schools 
me pastors and teachers. 
Ir congregation we have two broth- 
© are working their way through 
and seminary. This year the 
r brother decided to drop out and 
ne year to help finance his educa- 
is brother at the seminary is having 
1 time. Their mother is a devout 
in and a good church worker, but 
S not have money to help them. 
the shortage of pastors, I think 
should help boys such as these lest 
come discouraged and do not com- 
eir education. Synod spends much 
on new church buildings and new 
s, but if we fail to help boys to 
an education to become pastors, 
90d are these buildings? 
more fitting way for Synod to 
‘Mission” money than to provide 
r the teaching of His Word? 
- City, Iowa M. T. 


: Every District of Synod has a 
for Student Aid, to which worthy 
s may apply for subsidy. The chair- 
these boards are listed on page 68 
1958 “Lutheran Annual.” 


“hen There’s Discrimination! 


murder of Miss Maud Lind, sec- 
yf St. John’s Lutheran Church, New 
, La., and the wounding of Dr. 
Holls caused my heart to bleed. 
ks for your editorial comment. It 
| to know that the WITNEss can 
in righteous wrath, denounce a 
sin as sin, and sound an unequiy- 
ll for resolute action. 
suffering and death caused by racial 
e, segregation, and discrimination 
our Negro fellow citizens also 
my heart to bleed. Let us see the 
S rise up in righteous wrath against 
ns and call on our pastors every- 
— North and South, East and West 
rge our people (in the words of 
St. Paul human-relations resolu- 
o work in the capacity of Christian 
for the elimination of discrimina- 
lerever it may exist in community, 
ite, nation, and world.” 


GENEVA MCALISTER 
VOLK: Nye 


ge Things Happen” 


Leaf Acquaintance?” was a much- 
editorial. What a powerful testi- 
t would be to see from 100 to 
people carrying their Bibles to 
x Does the lack of regular 
worship explain the lukewarm sup- 
ven to Synod’s mission program? 
1 member would experience the 
- Holy Spirit gives through use 
Bible, the results could not be 
Bde a ey 
a person finds the joy and beauty 
ne from walking with Jesus, strange 
happen. 
find yours@t saying: “If the people 
id Testament were blessed for giv- 
4 of their income, I, more blessed, 
ke it 11% or 12% or more.” _ 
id yourself with only two pairs 


—: 


of worn shoes and one hat (last year’s 
model) and happy about it. 

You find yourself saying: “I am making 
calls on people who do not attend church. 
I won’t have time for bridge.” 

You find yourself saying: “I will be 
happy to serve on the Red Cross Fund 
drive but will be unable to attend the 
kickoff dinner Wednesday night. That is 
Sunday school teachers’ preparation night.” 

You find yourself with a 1929 Chevrolet, 
yes, 1929, in good working order, used 
primarily for church work. 

Yes, it is a strange life, and if your 
hat blows away or is taken by mistake, 
you might even be found at the Com- 
munion rail without a hat. But I am sure 
there would be rejoicing in heaven and 
wonderful fellowship in the church on 
earth if more people would try walking 
with the Savior. 

Mrs. JONATHAN HAMERSLEY 

Appleton, Wis. 


The Other Plane Went Down 


God granted us a pleasant and profit- 
able furlough of six months in the U. S. — 
profitable especially in restoring health 
that had been lagging. 

During our furlough we traveled 12,000 
miles. I was permitted to preach 22 times. 
My wife and I showed slides on the Phil- 
ippines to 27 different groups and gave 
five talks without slides. 

God granted us a safe flight to Manila, 
where we arrived on November 9. We 
are especially thankful for our safe return 
in view of the fact that at the same time 
we were flying over the Pacific on the 
northern route, farther south a plane with 
44 aboard was lost. 

It would almost appear as though the 
Lord might have been guiding my inclina- 
tions to hold out for the plane we took 
when we were asked to consider switching 
to another airline for our return flight. 
Had the switch been made, we might have 
been on that ill-fated plane. God’s good- 
ness in granting us a safe return may in- 
dicate that He still has work for us over 
here. 

We solicit your continued prayers for 
the work which we share in four parishes 
of the Manila area with Missionary Louis 
Dorn and Rev. Guillermo Dionisio, as- 
sisted by the three missionaries in charge 
of the seminary: Lorenz Nieting, Herbert 
Kretzmann, and Bruce Cassler. 

We also solicit your prayers for them, 
as well as for the following missionaries 
and pastors in Northern Luzon: Norbert 
Becker, Louis Nau, Donald Morthole, Al- 
varo Carino, Enrique Aradanas, Simon 
Bilagot, and the new missionary to begin 
language study in that area, Juraine 
Hornig; also for Mr. Harold Baar, agri- 
cultural technician at the Culion Leper 
Colony; also for the following missionaries 
on the Island of Mindanao: Herman 
Mayer, Robert McAmis, Fred Jagow, 
Elton Rengstorf, Arnold Strohschein, and 
John Scholz (the latter two presently on 
furlough). 

In each case, with the exception of 
Harold Baar, who is single, will you please 
include the family of the missionary or 
pastor in your prayers? 

RupDOLPH C. PRANGE 

Manila, Philippines 
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Letters to this department must be signed. Names will be withheld upon request. The opinions expressed 
are not necessarily those of the Editors, who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not pertinent. 


Wrong Prefix 


The report of the Minnesota District 
convention (October 8, 1957, WITNEss, 
p. 14) stated that President Hugo A. Gam- 
ber authorized the installation of 125 
pastors and 25 teachers during the past 
triennium. This should have read_ bi- 
ennium., 

(Rev.) Epcar J. OTTo, Jr. 

St. Paul, Minn. 


Layman Makes Pulpit 


A new pulpit and new altar vestments 
were dedicated to the glory of God at 
Christ Lutheran Church, Hilo, Hawaii, by 
Rev. Norman V. Abbott. 

The pulpit is an impressive work of art 
in iron done by Carl E. E. Jensen, Hilo 
member of the congregation, who donated 
it to the church. 

The central symbol in the pulpit is a 
large cross, the top segment of which 
holds the book rest. Other decorations in 
the pulpit are scrolls and olives with 
leaves. The pulpit is valued at $500. 

Mr. Jensen, owner of Jensen Welding 
and Machine Works, 840 Leilani St., 
learned ornamental iron work as an ap- 
prentice at the Islands Welding Co. of 
Honolulngya.- 

Working during leisure time, Mr. Jensen 
put an estimated.110 hours into work on 
the pulpit. 

Mr. Jensen also made the iron cross, 
candlesticks, and dossal curtain frame. 

In addition, Mr. Jensen made a metal 
outdoor bulletin board and the large metal 
arched sign over the driveway entrance to 
the church. 

The Jensens have two sons: Paul, now 
on the mainland, and Carl Jr. in Honolulu. 

The new vestments for the altar, a gold 
dossal curtain and a matching curtain for 
the new pulpit were donated by Mrs. 
George Richardson. 

A platform for the new pulpit and the 
retable of the altar were done in mahog- 
any by brothers Akira and Misuo Desaki. 

These new chancel furnishings give a 
distinctive beauty to the church. 


Hilo, Hawaii Hilo Tribune-Herald 
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Attractive Keli: g1OUS — 
Wall Calcd 


for Your Home 


DAY BY DAY 
WITH JESUS 


This is the ever popular calendar authored by Dr. E. R. Berter- 
mann. Especially designed for family and private devotions. 
Order a copy for yourself, and for friends as gifts. 


$1.75. Order No. 5|0W5804 


1958 
CONCORDIA 
SCRIPTURE 
TEXT 
CALENDAR 


Features 13 religious pictures with thought-provoking Scrip- 

ture verses for each weekday. Full-color reproductions of 
_ famous paintings, suitable for framing. Interesting background 
stories of each picture are given. Price: Simgle copy, $ 45; 
dozen, $4.50 plus postage. Order No. 50W5801, English; 
No. 50W5802, German; No. 50W5803, Spanish. 
: 2 * 


‘Order through your Church Office, Church Display, Book Store, 
or directly on the coupon below: 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
| 3558 S. Jefferson Ave. St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Please send me: 


(To cover partial cost of postage—on all cash orders— please add 
5 cents for each dollar of your total purchase.) 


Name 


LUTHERAN ANNU 


HAVE ALL THIS VALUABLE 
INFORMATION AT YOUR FINGER T! 


e@ location of all Lutheran churches (Syne 
Conference) in your city and other cities 


@ time of their Sunday services ) | 


@ telephone numbers of all pastors, teac 
synodical officers in the Missouri Synod 


PLUS THESE POPULAR FEATURES! 


list of daily Bible readings 

1958 church calendar 

almanac information 

location of staffs of charitable institutions 


hospice homes 


—— 


hospitals, and many similar agencies 


pages advertising quality church equipment 
and supplies 


a 

* statistics of the Synodical Conference and - 
: other Lutheran church bodies 

4 postal rules and regulations 

a 


ALSO IN THE ’58 ANNUAL 
Over 70 inspirational subjects by 
John Theodore Mueller 


*S. P 
sty 


$ .75 each. 5 or more copies, $ .60 each 
Order No. 51W1023 


